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THE 

EEC 

Of  his  Excellency 


CHARLES  KNOWLES,  Efq; 

Captain  General,  Governor  and  Commander, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

To  the  Honourable  ASSEMBLE. 

Delivered  on  Friday  the  8th  of  Nov.  1754, 
at  their  Dissolution. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  AJfenibly. 

H  E  N  I  met  you  at  the  Opening 
of  the  Seffion,  I  met  you  with  a 
Heart,  truly  difpofed  to  join  you,  in 
promoting  the  Welfare  and  Happinefs  of  this 
Ifland:  But  on  reading  your  Minutes  of  Yefter- 
day,  it  is  too  plain,  you  are  for  carrying  Things 
on  with  fo  high  and  ufurped  an  Authority, 
that  I  fhould  betray  the  Truft  repofed  in  me  by 
his  Majefty,  was  I  not  to  interpofe. 

The  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Li¬ 
berties  of  the  People,  are  your  Duty  to  main- 

A  2  tain 
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tain  and  preferve,  as  well  as  mine  ;  and  yet 
you  are  invading  them  daily.  Some  of  you 
have  alfo  attempted  to  alter  the  eftablifhed' 
Conftitution  of  your  Country,  and  have  entered 
into  a  Combination  4o  govern  independently 
yourfelves,  as  appears  by  a  wicked  AfTociation, 
definitive  to  the  Rights  and  Property  of  the 
Inhabitants,  which  has  hitherto  been  kept  a 
Secret. 

The  extraordinary  Paper  likewife,  which 
was  fent  me  laid  Aflembly,  by  your  Speaker, 
are  Proofs  of  the  Defigns,  that  have  been  laid 
to  fubvert  our  happy  Conftitution,  and  wrefl 
the  Power  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Crown. 

The  vaft  Sums  of  Money,  for  Years  pad, 
lavifh’d  away  in  Donations  and  Gratifications 
to  particular  Favourites ,  the  Jobbs  that  have 
been  made  in  your  Fortifications,  and  other 
Public  Buildings,  to  the  Amount  of  upwards 
of  90,000 /.  within  thefe  few  Years,  are  Griev¬ 
ances  to  the  Public  ;  Such  Grievances !  as  call 
loud  for  Redrefs !  and  I  will  redrefs,  and  make 
thus  publickly  known,  That  the  People  may 
have  an  Opportunity  of  contributing  to  their 
own  Happinefs  hereafter,  by  a  more  proper 
Choice  of  their  Reprefentatives. 

Th  e  founding  Words  LOSS  OF  LIBERTY! 
and  PRIVILEGES !  I  am  fenfible,  convey 
dangerous  Ideas;  But  the  Lofs  of  the  People's 
LIBERTIES,  may  as  loon  happen,  let  hie  tell 
you,  thro’  the  Tyranny  of  a  Decemvir  ate,  as 
under  the  Adminiffcration  of  any  fingle  Perfon. 

Your 


(  5  ) 

Your  Power  of  fitting  here,  is  derived  to 
you,  by  Virtue  of  his  Majefty’s  Commiflion 
under  the  Great  Seal  to  me  directed  ,  and  had 
you  been  difpofed,  to  have  done  the  public 
Bufinefs  with  Moderation,  Juftice  and  Can¬ 
dour,  I  fhould  have  heartily  concurred  with 
you  :  But  inch  extraordinary  Refolutions  as  you 
came  to  Yefterday,  oblige  me  to  put  an  End  to 
this  Afiembly.  “  And  I  do  therefore  in  his 
“  Majefty’s  Name,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of 
“  His  Council,  diflolve  this  pfefent  Afiembly; 
and  you  are  hereby  difiolved  accordingly. 


ASSOCIATION. 

W7  E  t5lC  Under*written»  have  taken  into 
'y  our  fenous  Confideration,  of  what 
Impoitance  it  is  to  the  Good  of  any  State  or 
People,  That  an  Harmony  fhould  reign,  not 
only  among  the  public  Orders  of  the  State,  or 
Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  but  alfo,  amono- 
the  principal  private  Members  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  ;  it  too  often  happening  that  Quarrels 
among  Private  Families,  if  they  be  principal 
Ones,  fpread  and  grow  into  Public  Feuds, 
Parties  or  Fadtion  :  Therefore  as  much  as  in  us 
hes,  To  promote  the  Bleffings  of  Unity  and 
avert  the  Mifery  of  Difcord :  We  refolve  to 

^  3  Aftociate 
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AlTociate  together,  and  laying  by  all  private 
Difgufts  and  Quarrels,  if  any  there  have  been, 
to  aft  in  Concert,  and  as  one  Body,  for  the 
carrying  on  good  Government,  and  the  Wel¬ 
fare  of  this  llland. 

WE  RESOLVE  not  to  propofe  any  Bills 
in  either  Houfe,  or  take  any  Step,  whereby 
the  Public  may  be  affeded ;  without  fir  ft  con- 
fulting  the  other  IVIembers  of  this  Alfociation, 
and  having  their  Approbation. 

AND  as  nothing  can  lend  more  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  Good,  than  there  fhould  be  an  Harmony 
between  the  Governor  of  this  Ifland,  and  the 


principal  Gentlemen  thereof,  W  E  RESOLVE 
to  Band  by,  and  fupport  Admiral  K.JSIOWLES 
in  the  carrying  on  his  Adminiftiation,  as  long 
as  he  appears  to  us  to  have  at  Heait  the  public 

Service. 

If  any  of  us  fhould  happen  to  apprehend 
any  of  his  Meafures  to  be  hurtful  to  the  Public, 
we  promife  to  give  Notice  thereof  to  the  other 
Members,  in  Order,  that  if  it  fhould  be  the 
general  Opinion,  that  the  Apprehenfion  is  well 
grounded,  and  his  Meafures  wrong,  all  may 
join  in  deiiring  him  to  defft  ;  and  in  Cafe  of 
his  Refufal  in  oppofing,  but  not  oppofe,  with¬ 
out  giving  previous  Notice  as  above. 

~Wf  think  it  realonable,  that  his  Salary 


fhould  be  the  fame  as  the  prefent  Governor. 

Whatever  Meafure  (hall  be  agreed  on  by 
three  fourths  of  the  Members  or  this  Alfocia- 


tion, 
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tion,  fhall  be  promoted  by  the  unanimous 
Concurrence  of  all. 

WILLIAM  DAWKINS,  (dead) 

ROSE  FULLER, 

RICHARD  BECKFORD, 

EDW.  CLARKE, 

THO.  FEARON,  Sen. 

JOHN  PALMER,  (dead) 

HAMPSON  NEDHAM,  (dead) 

EDW.  MANNING,  1 
HEN.  ARCHBOULD,  [  Receded. 
PHIL.  PINNOCK,  J 
CHARLES  PRICE. 

Extraordinary  PAPER. 

WHEN  it  concerns  the  Affairs  of  the 
Affembly,  to  C.  P.  to  be  communicat¬ 
ed  to  others. 

When  it  concerns  any  particular  Caufe  in 
his  Courts,  F  and  B. 

When  it  concerns  the  Courts  or  Proceedings 
in  general  of  the  Courts,  A  B  C  D,  &c. 

When  it  concerns  Things  relative  to  Exter¬ 
nals.  The  Council. 

When  it  concerns  Internals,  A  B  C  D,  &c. 
When  it  concerns  the  Militia  of  the  Ifland. 
To  a  Council  of  War. 
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TO  THE 


FREEHOLDERS 

Of  the  Illand  of 

JAMAICA. 

Gentlemen, 

IT  is  a  Circumftance  worth  remarking,  that 
all  Associations  have  been,  in  their  out¬ 
let,  coloured  over  with  fome  plaufible  Pretence 
of  doing  good,  let  their  evident  Tendency  be 
ever  fo  pernicious  and  deftruftive.  Milton 
makes  the  Chief  of  the  Rebel  Angels  propofe 
unlimited  Freedom ,  and  abfolute  Authority ,  in 
order  to  form  an  Association  againft  the 
Power  and  Authority  of  the  Supream  Lord 
and  King  oj  Heaven.  This  (even  according  to 
our  religious  Belief)  was  the  firft  illegal  Anti- 
conftitutional  Association,  which,  inftead  of 
carrying  on  Good  Government ,  produced  Con- 
fufion  in  the  Angelick  Hojl  j  the  refill t  of 
which  was  the  Overthrow,  Deftruition,  and 
eternal  Damnation  of  the  Associates,  who 
were  banifhed  from  Heaven,  and  exiled  from 
Grace  and  Mercy  for  ever.  Korah,  Dathan 
and  Abiram  alfociated  again  ft  Mofes :  The 

Earth 


(  1°  > 

Earth  opened  its  Mouth  and  fwallowed  them 
up,  and  they  went  down  quick  into  Hell. 

Catiline  propofed  carrying  on  good  Govern¬ 
ment  with  an  Association,  which  was  to 
burn  the  City  of  Rome ,  deftroy  the  Senate  and 
Nobles ,  and  confequently  the  legal  Government 
of  the  Country.  Thefe  Associates  too  had 
their  Deferts. 

The  Association  of  Pompey ,  Ccefar  and 
Crajfus,  was  propofed  for  carrying  on  good 
Government ;  but  this  too,  was  an  illegal  and 
Anti-conflitutional  Power.  And  tho’,  in  the 
End,  it  both  fubverted  the  Government,  and 
deftroyed  the  Conflitution,  yet  it  was  not  any 
Protection  to  the  Associates  themfelves. 
We  find  Pompey,  who  had  enflaved  his  Coun¬ 
try,  murdered  by  a  few  Egyptian  Villains  and 
Slaves  ;  Crajfus  killed  by  the  faithlefs  Partbians, 
himfelf  having  kept  no  Faith  with  his  Coun¬ 
try  ;  and  the  mighty  Ccefar,  the  laft  of  the  As¬ 
sociates,  (after  trampling  on  his  Country’s 
Liberty)  butcher’d  in  the  Senate-Houfe,  in  the 
middle  of  his  own  chofen  venal  Senators;  fo 
dangerous  it  has  been,  is,  and  ever  will  be,  for 
any  one  or  more  Subjects  to  enter  into,  or 
ereft  any  Association,  or  Power,  which  in 
the  leaft  interferes  with  the  eftablifhed  Con¬ 
flitution  and  Government  of  their  Country,  let 
their  Pretences  be  ever  fo  plaufible. 

I  would  not  be  underflood,  to  include  fuch 
Associations,  as  the  Prince,  Officers  of  State, 
Members  of  the  Legiflature,  and 


eopie  in 
general. 
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general,  have,  or  may,  enter  into,  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Prince,  or  People,  when 
either  are  in  Danger  ;  fuch  are  neither  illegal, 
Anti-conftitutional,  nor  productive  of  any  bad 

Confequences.  .  , 

But,  not  to  go  back  into  Ancient  nijtory,  the 

League  in  France,  and  the  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant  in  Britain,  tho  they  pietended  their 
Associations  were  for  carrying  on  good  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  for  the  Safety  of  their  relpeCtive 
Princes  and  Countries,  yet  they  weie  the 
Caufe,  and  are  deplorable  Inftances  of  the 
Ruin  of  both. 

I  have  been  drawn  into  the  above  Obferva- 
tion,  by  a  Paper  lately  printed,  and  call’d 
ASSOCIATION.  I  verily  believe  none  of 
the  above  Associations  fet  out  more  plau- 
fibly,  and  we  are  happy,  that  the  Intention  is 
fo  apparent,  that  he  mud;  know  nothing  of  the 
Conftitution  of  his  Country,  or  its  Laws,  who 
does  not  plainly  fee,  that  it  is  both  illegal  and 
Anti-conftitutional,  and  a  Tyranny  deftruftive 
of  our  Liberty. 

It  is  a  Maxim,  that  no  Government  can  fub- 
fift,  which  has  within  it  a  Power  independent 
of  itfelf.  Imperium  in  Imperio,  is  an  unnatural 
Monfter,  and  if  not  altered  would  infallibly 
deftroy  itfelf.  But  Imperium  nv  Imperio  does 
not  fufficiently  define  or  give  an  adequate  Idea 
of  this  Association.  I  believe  no  Term  can 
comprehend  it ;  unlefs  we  may  be  allowed  an 
Expreffion  as  extravagant  as  the  Association 
t  itfelf. 


itfelf,  viz.  Poteftas  fuper  Imperium ;  which  is  a 
Power  both  monftrous  and  abfurd.  But  I 
fhall  give  the  Association  itfelf  a  fair  Hear¬ 
ing;  and  if  any  thing  turns  out  in  its  Favour, 
I  (hall  fubmit  it  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Public, 
when  a  Defence  of  it  appears  in  Print;  nor  fhall 
I  ever  think  this  anfwered,  merely  Verfo  pollicey 
of  any  four  Parifhes  in  the  Ifland. 


ASSOCIATION. 

“  TT7E  the  Under-written,  have  taken  in- 
“  V  V  to  our  ferious  Confideration  of  what 
“  Importance  it  is  to  the  good  of  any  State  or 
“  People,  that  an  Harmony  fhould  reign  not 
“  only  among  the  public  Orders  of  the  State, 
“  or  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  but  alfo 
“  among  the  Principal  private  Members  of  the 
“  Community ;  it  too  often  happening,  that 
“  Quarrels  among  private  Families,  if  they  be 
“  principal  Ones,  fprcad  and  grow  into  publick 
“  Feuds,  Parties,  or  Fadtion.  Therefore,  as 
<c  much  as  in  us  lies  to  promote  the  Blefling  of 
“  Unity,  and  avert  the  Mifery  of  Difcord  : 

ift.  “  We  Refolve  to  Associate  together, 
“  and  laying  by  all  private  Difgufts  and  Quar- 
“  rels,  if  any  there  have  been,  to  adt  in  concert , 
“  and  as  one  body  for.  carrying  on  Good 
“  Government,  and  the  Welfare  of  this 
“  BJand. 


I 
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So  ftands  the  Preamble  and  firft  Refolution 
of  the  Associates  ;  of  which  the  firft  thing 
that  strikes  us,  is,  the  Difference  between  the 
Preamble  ar  \  the  Refolution  itfelf,  which 
have  not  the  leaff  relation  to  each  other  ;  for 
the  Preamble  only  aflerts  the  great  Benefits  re- 
fulting  from  a  general  Harmony,  and  particu¬ 
lar  Harmony  in  the  Legiflature ;  whence  any 
Man  of  Common  Senfe  would  conclude,  that 
the  Refolution,  founded  on  it,  would  neceflarily 
have  been,  To  Act  in  concert ,  and  as  one  Body, 
in  promoting  Harmony  and  Unity ,  and  preventing 
Difcord  ;  in  order  that  Good  Government  might 
be  carried  on  in  fuch  Manner ,  and  by  fuch  Powers 
and  PerJ'ons,  as  our  eftablifhed  Conjiitution  and 
Laws  have  ordained ,  and  appointed  for  that 
Purpofe ;  inftead  of  which  the  Aflociates,  (in 
Virtue  of  what  Authority,  they  alone  can  tell) 
incorporate  themfelves  into  one  body  Politick 
for  carrying  on  Good  Government.  Thus 
the  Refolution  fully difcovers  theSerpent  among 
the  Flowers,  and  turns  the  fpecious  Pretence 
of  Harmony,  to  the  mofl  glaring  Hypocrify  and 
Diflimulation :  For  by  this  Refolution,  the 
Harmony  in  the  Legiflature  is  totally  deftroy- 
ed,  and  inftead  of  the  three  Powers,  which 
oreferve  the  due  Ballance  of  the  Legiflature  ; 
iere  is  a  Body  taking  upon  itfelf  a  Fourth 
Power,  which  perfe&ly  deftroys  the  Balance, 
provided  the  Associates  had  been  modeft: 
enough,  to  have  admitted  the  three  conftitu- 

tional 
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tional  Powers,  which  make  up  our  Legiflature. 
or  any  of  them  upon  an  equality  with  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  ;  but  this  would  have  been  below  fo 
powerful  a  Body,  which  as  it  created  itfelf,  muft 
therefore,  be  more  than  omnipotent,  and  of 
Courfe  the  Association  has  fet  itfelf  above  the 
Conftitution  and  the  eftablifhed  Government ; 
without  fo  much  as  mentioning  the  Governor , 
Council  or  Affembly ,  in  their  Legiflative  Capa¬ 
city,— — and  created  themfelves  a  Body,  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  good  Government .  Thus  are  our  Confti¬ 
tution,  Laws  and  Government,  fubjefted  to 
an  illegal,  Anti-conftitutional  Association, 
and  the  charming  Sound  of  Harmony ,  convert¬ 
ed  into  a  difcordant,  illegal  governing  Power. 

So  much  for  the  fpecious  Preamble  and  firft 
Refolution  ;  we  now  come  to  the  fecond  Re- 
folution,  viz. 

II.  “  We  Refolve  not  to  propofe  any  Bills 
“  in  either  Houfe,  or  take  any  Step,  whereby 
“  the  Publick  may  be  affected,  without  firft 
“  confulting:  the  other  Members  of  this  Asso- 
“  ciation,  and  having  their  Approbation. 

By  this  fecond  Refolution,  the  Mafk  of  Dif- 
fimulation  is  quite  thrown  afide,  and  the  two 
Houfes  of  Council  and  Aflembly,  tho’  not  laid 
totally  afide  by  the  Association,  are  only  no¬ 
minally  to  be  made  ufe  of,  as  Tools  of  Convey¬ 
ance  and  Countenance  to  Bills  pajfed  at  the  As- 
soc i at i on- Board.  Thus  was  His  Majefty’s 

Privy- 
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Privy-Council,  the  fecond  Power  in  our  Legi- 
llature,  to  have  been  Essoci  at  ion-ridden  / 
without  the  Knowledge  of  moft  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  that  Honourable  Board  ;  a  moft  fignal 
Affront,  if  not  worfe  offered,  to  His  Majefty 
and  loyal  Subjedts  of  this  Ifland?  Thus  alfo 
was  the  moft  glorious  and  darling  Privilege  of 
Bntijb  SubjeBs,  and  on  which  their  Liberty, 
Lives  and  Property  infeparably  depend,  A  free 
AJfembly^  to  have  been  Association-™/^, 
and  their  Power  and  Freedom,  monopolized 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Associates  ;  and  the 
People’s  Reprefentatives,  returned  only  to  ferve 
their  King  and  Country,  as  the  Association 
Should  diredt;  and  this  too,  unknown  to  all 
themfelves,  except  Five  or  Six.  An  Attempt 
of  fo  heinous  a  bdature,  as  no  Free  Briton  can 
ever  forget,  and  perhaps  never  forgive.  We 
come  now  to  the  third  Refolution,  viz. 

“  And  as  nothing  can  tend  more  to  the 
<c  publick  Good,  than  there  fliould  be  an  Har- 
“  mony  between  the  Governor  of  this  Illand, 
and  the  principal  Gentlemen  thereof, 

III.  “  We  Refolve  to  ftand  by  and  lupport 
Admiral  KNOJVLES,  in  carrying  on  his 
Adminiftration,  as  long  as  he  appears  to  Us, 
to  have  at  Heart  the  Publick  Service. 

If  any  of  Us  fliould  happen  to  apprehend 
“  any  of  his  Meafures  to  be  hurtful  to  the  Pub¬ 
lick,  We  promife  to  give  Notice  thereof  to 
the  other  Members,  in  order,  that  if  it 

“  fliould 
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“  fhould  be  the  general  Opinion  that  the  Ap- 
“  prehen fion  is  well  grounded,  and  his  Mea- 
“  lures  wrong,  all  may  join  in  deliring  him  to 
cc  defift ;  and  in  Cafe  of  his  Refufal,  in  oppo- 
“  sing,  but  not  oppofe  without  giving  previous 
“  Notice  as  above. 

“  We  think  it  reafonable  that  his  Salary 
“  fhould  be  the  fame  as  the  prefent  GoVer- 
“  nor’s. 

cc  Whatever  Meafures  fhall  be  agreed  on  by 
“  th  ree  fourths  of  the  Members  of  this  Affo- 
“  ciation,  {hall  be  promoted  by  the  unanimous 
<c  Concurrence  of  all,” 

i  c 

This  third  and  la  ft  Refolution  is  of  a  very 
ComplicatedNature;  and  as  it  is  the  moft  daring, 
and  of  the  moft  dangerous  Tendency,  with 
regard  to  the  Government,  as  by  our  Conftitu- 
tion  and  Laws  eftablilhed,  fo  it  is  likewife  the 
moft  dangerous  to  the  Associates  themfelves; 
of  which  they  feem  to  have  been  fully  ap- 
prifed,  when  they  introduce  it  with  a  fpecious 
Preamble,  with  no  lefs  Diffimulation  than  the 
firft.  For  here  again  they  propofe  Harmony 
with  the  Governor ,  and  afterwards  Refolve  to 
oppofe  him,  if  they  diflike  his  Meafures ; 
on  the  mere  Apprehenfion  of  three  fourths 
of  the  Association-Board.  It  is  true  they 
firft  Refolve  to  /land  by  and  fupport  Admiral 
KNOWLES  in  carrying  on  his  Adminiftra- 
tion  ;  but  here  again,  latet  Anguis  in  Herba  ; 
for  they  add  to  it,  as  long  as  he  appears  to  Us  to 
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have  at  Heart  the  Public  Service ;  of  which  they 

y  j 

are  to  be  the  foie  Judges. 

What  part  of  the  Government  the  Associ¬ 
ates  intended  Admiral  KNOWLES  fhould 
adminifter,  does  not  appear.  It  could  not  be 
in  his  Legifktive  Capacity,  for  this  they  de¬ 
prive  him  of  by  permitting  none  but  Associ¬ 
ation  Bills  to  come  up  to  him ;  and  if  he 
could  not,  both  on  account  of  the  Royal  In- 
ftrudions,  and  Reafon  of  the  Thing  itfelf,  pafs 
them ,  then  the  Associates  would  permit  no 
others  to  be  fent  up  to  him.  We  lhall  fup- 
pofe,  then,  they  intended  to  allow  him  to  exert 
fuch  a  Part  of  his  Executive  Capacity,  as  it 
was  impoffible  for  them  to  deprive  him  of, 
viz.  being  Witnefs  of  all  Ads  of  the  Royal 
Power,  in  granting  Commiffions,  iffuing  Writs, 
&c.  But  we  find  the  Association  reftrains 
too  his  Power  in  this  Part  of  his  Adminiftra- 
tion  ;  for  it  necelfarily  follows,  if  he  does  not 
proftitute,  alfo,  this  Part  of  his  Adminiftration 
of  the  Royal  Authority,  to  the  Arbitrary  Will 
and  Apprehenfion  of  the  Associates,  he  no 
longer  appears  to  them  to  have  at  Heart  the 
Public  Service.  And,  in  order  to  engrofs  this 
Part  of  the  Adminiftration,  into  the  Power 
of  the  Association,  they  go  on  to  terrify,  if 
it  was  poffible,  Admiral  KNOWLES  into  a 
Compliance  with  their  Will,  in  his  Executive 
Capacity  ;  and  Refolve  to  defire  him  to  defift 
from  his  Meafures,  or  Witnefiing  fuch  Royal 
Ads  of  Potver  as  are  neceffary  for  carrying  on 

B  Government, 
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ment;  but  intended  no  hurt  to  her  Perfon* 
“  The  Court  replied,  That  a  Confpiracy  to 
out  a  Force  upon  the  C^jueen  was  Tieafon  • 
“  That  the  Law  conftrued  fuch  an  Attempt 
t£  to  be  a  Defign  upon  the  Pnncefs  Life  and 
“  Crown :  That  when  a  Subject  took  upon 
“  him  to  give  Laws  to  the  King,  he  took  the 
“  Sword  out  of  his  Hand,  and  the  Crown  off 


«  his  Head  ;  and  therefore  it  was  highly  rea- 
“  fonable,  that  the  Law  fbould  conftrue  the 
c<  putting  a  F orce  upon  the  King,  to  be  an  At— 
“  tempt  againft  his  Life.”  And  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  the  Court  would  have  given  a 
like  Judgment,  tho’  Queen  Elizabeth  had  at 
that  Time  been  abroad,  and  the  Oppojition 
made  to  whom  die  had  delegated  her  Power. 
Of  thofe  Associates,  fome  were  by  Verdid 
and  Sentence  beheaded,  and  others  hanged  and 
quartered. 

But  a  Cafe  nearer  in  point,  to  the  prefent 
Association,  is  that  of  the  Spencers,  who 
broached,  as  it  is  called  in  Lord  Coke’s  Re¬ 
ports,  in  Calvins,  Ca!e,  d  damnable  and  damned 
Opinion.  Whence  they  inferred,  “  That  if 
“  the  King  did  not  demean  himfelf,  by  Reafon 
“  in  right  of  his  Crown,  his  Leiges  be  bound 
“  by  Oath  to  remove  him  ;  and  feeing  that  the 
“  King  could  not  be  reformed  by  Suit  ox  Law, 
“  that  ought  to  be  done  pour  dfprete which, 
in  the  Lord  Chief  Baron’s  Speech,  in  the  State 


T ryals,  at  pronouncing  Sentence  upon  the  Re¬ 
gicides,  he  calls  Jfperity,  Sharpnefs  or  1m- 
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prifonment ,  (all  which  are  fully  comprehended 
in  the  Word  Oppofe)  for  which  damnable 
damned  Opinion,  the  Spencers  differed  Banifh- 
ment ;  and  the  Opinion  itfelf  is  condemned  by 
two  feveral  Adis  of  Parliament,  one  in  the 
Reign  of  Edward  II.  called,  Exilium  Hugonis 
le  Spencer,  the  other  in  3d.  Edward  1.  Cap .  x. 
and  may  be  feen  in  the  Statute. 

What  Crime  the  Law  will  conftrue  the  Op- 
pofition  cf  the  prefent  Association,  I  fhall 
not  take  upon  me  to  fay  ;  but  it  is  very  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  Law  never  waits  for  the  Execu¬ 
tion  cf  the  Oppofition ,  to  determine  of  the 
Crime,  but  fairly  conftrues  it,  from  the  appa¬ 
rent  Tendency  and  Intention  of  the  Oppofition , 
and  Associates.  And  to  the  Law  1  there¬ 
fore  leave  it. 

I  cannot  but  admire  to  find  the  Associa¬ 
tion  thinking  it  reafonable ,  to  give  Admiral 
KNOWLES  the  fame  Salary  his  Predeceffor 
had,  feeing  he  was  to  be  fullered  to  do  no¬ 
thing  for  it  but  what  (if  it  had  been  pofiible  for 
him  to  have  fubmitted  to)  mull;  have  rendered 
him  unworthy  of  it.  And  happy  is  it  for  Us, 
that  he  is  incapable  of  admitting  any  mean  or 
difhonourable  Propofition,  tho’  never  fo  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  his  Intereft  or  Fortune.  But  it 
will  appear,  to  any  one,  a  grofs  Prefumption,  for 
the  Associates,  either  to  offer  him  fuch  a 
Salary,  as  an  Equivalent  for  giving  up  and  be¬ 
traying  the  Power  delegated  to  him,  or  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  publick  Money,  without  Law.  On 

the 
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the  whole  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  this  Ifland 
was  in  the  greateft  Danger  of  having  its  Con- 
ftitution  and  Laws  fubverted  and  deftroyed. 
And  if  People  are  not  wilfully  blind,  they  muft 
fee,  that  they  owe  the  Prefervation  of  their 
Lives,  Liberty,  and  Privileges  to  his  Excel¬ 
lency’s  Integrity,  Llonour  and  Generofity,  at 
this  Time  fliewn,  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth  and 
Juftice  which  he  exerts  in  Prefervation  both  of 
the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  and  Privileges 
01  the  People,  without  a  due  Prefervation  of 
both  which,  our  glorious  Conftitution  and 
Privileges,  can  never  be  preferved.  And  that 
he  may  long  exert  his  excellent  Talent  for 
Government,  for  the  Support  of  both,  ought  to 
be  the  daily  Prayer  of  every  true  Briton. 

If  it  fhould  be  afked,  W hy  this  wicked  As¬ 
soc  iation  (if  known)  fhould  not  have  been 
foonei  difeovered  ?  To  fuch  a  Query  it  may 
be,  with  Reafon  and  Truth,  anfwered,  That 
every  Government,  in  good  Policy,  does, 
and  ought  to  keep  fecret  many  Things, 
and  among  others,  Machinations,  Plots  and 
Associations  againft  itfelf,  till  they  are  ripe 
for  Difcovery,  of  which  thofe  at  the  Head  of 
the  Government,  are  the  belt  and  only  Judges. 

If  it  ihouid  be  alked,  Why  (if  known)  were 
fome  of  the  Associates  preferred  to,  and 
otheis  continued  in  Ports,  and  Offices  of  high 
Truft  and  Honour,  and  not  ftripp’d  of  their 
I  owei  and  expofed  to  Infamy  ?  To  this,  may 
be  anfwered,  from  an  eminent  Author,  “  That 

“  the 
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“  the  grand  Art  of  Governing,  is  to  know 
Sc  how  to  choofe  and  apply,  according  to  their 
“  feveral  Talents,  thofe  that  are  under  you  ;  to 
tc  govern  thofe  that  govern,  to  corredt  them, 
**  try  them,  encourage  them,  raife  them,  keep 
“  keep  them  under,  change  them,  and  have 
“  a  conflant  Eye  over  them,  regulate  them, and 
“  infpire  them  with  good  Condudt.  I  am 
“  fully  perfuaded  (fays  the  fame  Author)  that 
“  the  effential  Point  of  Government  is,  to  dif- 
“  cern  well,  the  different  Characters  and  In- 
“  clinations  of  each  Man’s  Spirit ;  to  make  a 
“  prudent  Choice,  and  to  apply  them  accord- 
“  ing  to  their  feveral  Talents ;  to  converfe 
“  with  them  in  private,  to  fifh  up  from  the 
“  bottom  of  their  Souls,  all  the  fecret  Springs 
“  that  lie  lurking  there,  to  feel  them  on  every 
“  fide,  and  to  found  their  Maxims  thoroughly. 
“  And  if  they  are  found  ill  Men,  that  have 
“  Abilities  and  a  Talent  of  Bufinefs,  on  fo  ftridt 
“  a  Scrutiny,  the  fame  Author  fays,  there  is 
“  oftentimes  a  Neceffity  to  make  uie  of  them. 
“  When  a  Nation  is  in  a  Ferment  and  Di<- 
ct  order,  there  are  often  found  crafty  Knaves  in 
“  Authority:  They  are  poffeffed  of  confider- 
able  Polls,  which  they  cannot  be  eafily 
“  put  out  of ;  they  have  acquired  the  Confi- 
<c  dence  of  certain  powerful  Perlons,  who 
“  niuft  be  humoured,  becaufe  they  are  dreaded, 
“  and  have  it  in  their  Power  to  raife  Difiur- 
“  bances  at  pleafure.  ’Tis  proper  therefore  to 
tc  continue  them  for  a  time,  but  ftill  with  a 
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«  Defign  to  render  them  ufelefs  by  degrees* 
£C  As  for  real  and  intimate  Confidence,  beware 
«  of  ever  repofing  it  in  them,  for  they  may 
“  abufe  it,  and  hold  you  fall  (in  fpite  of 
«  all  you  can  do)  by  the  Secrets  you  have 
cc  committed  to  them,  a  Chain  more  hard 
«  to  be  broken  than  any  made  of  Iron. 
“  While  you  connive  at  their  Faults  as  Hu- 
“  man  Frailties,  you  ought  not  let  pafs  un- 
tc  pun  idled,  the  Fvils  they  would  openly 
“  commit  if  they  were  let  alone.  After 
“  all  there  is  an  Evil  in  the  very  Good 
£t  that  is  done  by  ill  Men  ;  and  though  this 
cc  Evil  often  becomes  inevitable,  you  fhould 
“  however  endeavour  by  degrees  to  put  a 
<c  flop  to  it.  A  wife  Prince,  who  aims  at 
“  good  Order  and  juftice  in  all  his  Views, 
<l  will  in  Time  be  able  to  lay  afide  corrupt 
“  and  fraudulent  Men,  and  do  his  Bufinefs 
“  without  them  :  He  will  find  enough  of  good 
“  Men  of  a  fufficient  Capacity  to  ferve  him.” 

If  it  fhould  be  aiked,  Why  fome  of  the 
Associates  are  continued,  and  iome  pre¬ 
ferred  to  Truft  and  Honours?  It  can  with 
Truth  be  anfwered,  That  tkofe  who  are  fo, 
were  not  only  unwarily  drawn  into  the  Ajfocia- 
tion,  but  on  the  firjl  Difcovery  of  the  evil 
and  dangerous  Tendency  of  it,  feparated  them- 
felves  from  it,  and  have  made  ample  Amends 
to  their  Country ,  for  their  Inadvertency,  by 
becoming  real  Props  to  the  Confutation  and 
Government ;  and  zealous  Defenders  of  the 
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Liberty  and  Privileges  of  their  Fellow  Sub¬ 
jects.  So  much  for  the  Association. 

The  Extraordinary  Paper,  contains  an  Ar¬ 
bitrary  Direction,  as  to  fome  Particulars,  in 
the  very  Spirit  of  the  Afociation.  For,  when 
it  concerns  the  Affairs  of  the  Affembly, 
the  Application  muft  be  to  C.  P.  and  not 
to  the  Speaker  for  the  Time  being;  nor 
can  others  be  informed  or  confulted,  but 
through  C.  P.  This  cuts  off  all  Commu¬ 
nication  with  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
People,  and  prevents  both  Intelligence  and 
Redrefs  of  Grievances,  which  is  not  now  to 
be  applied  for  in  the  decent  Parliamentary 
Method  and  Cuftom,  by  Addrefs  or  Peti¬ 
tion,  but  by  the  Summary  Oppofition  of  the 
Affociation. 

When  it  concerns  any  particular  Caufe  in 
his  Courts,  to  F.  and  B.  not  to  the  Chief 
Juftice  and  Attorney- General  for  the  Time 
being ;  and  thus  are  our  Fortunes  to  be  de¬ 
creed  upon  by  F.  and  B.  and  not  by  the 
Chancellor  or  Ordinary,  &c. 

When  it  concerns  the  Courts,  or  Pro¬ 
ceedings  in  general  of  the  Courts,  A.  B.  C. 
JD,  &c.  which  is  the  Supreme  Power  of  the 
AJfociation-Board. 

‘  When  it  concerns  Things  relative  to  Ex¬ 
ternals.  The  Council. 

When  it  concerns  Internals,  A.  C.  _D. 
Here  again  we  find  his  Majefty  s  Honour¬ 
able 
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able  Privy-Council,  in  their  Capacity  as  % 
Council  of  State,  fet  alide  in  all  Matters  of 
Confequence,  and  made  Nominal  Cyphers, 
and  a  mere  ftalking  Horfe  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Association. 

When  it  concerns  the  Militia  of  the  Iflandj 
to  a  Council  of  War.  This,  though  it  feems 
the  moft  reafonable,  and  lead;  Ambitious  In¬ 
junction,  yet  it  is  not  fo  by  Defign,  for  the 
Associates  were  certain  of  their  Power  there, 
either  by  themfelves  or  their  Creatures,  to 
judge  and  ordain  as  they  were  pleafed  to 
think  fit. 

And  now  to  conclude,  though  I  am  a 
Native  of  this  Ifland?  and  as  fuch,  have  been 
perfuaded  to  exert  myfelf  againft  the  Mea¬ 
sures  of  Government,  yet,  my  Honour,  Con- 
fcience  and  Underftanding,  as  well  as  the 
Safety  of  my  Perfon  and  Fortune,  muft  ever  he 
a  bar  to  my  joining  in,  countenancing  or  fup- 
porting,  fo  dangerous  an  Association, 

It  is  fcarce  poffible  to  fuppofe,  that  any 
Man,  who  has  the  ufe  of  his  Reafon,  would 
choofe  to  fet  any  one,  or  more  of  his  Fellow 
Subjects,  to  lord  it  over  himfelf,  but  if 
fuch  a  groveling  Wretch  exifts,  all  Free  Britons 
and  hone  ft  Men  fhould  fly  from  and  difown 
him  5  the  greateft  Curfe  and  Punifhment  (ex¬ 
cept  his  own  Choice)  which  can  befal  him. 

Thus  Gentlemen  ^  as  I  think  every  loyal 
Subjedt  and  Lever  of  his  Ccuntry  ought)  I 
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have  endeavoured  to  fhew  my  Deteftation  and 
Abhorrence  of  all  Illegal,  Anti-conftitutional 
and  Tyrannical  Associations,  of  Ten,  Eleven, 
or  let  their  Number  be  what  it  will :  and  if  I 

*V*' 

have  the  good  Fortune,  to  . open  the  Eyes  of 
thofe  of  my  Fellow  Freeholders,  who  are  not 
wilfully  blind,  that  they  may  unanimoufly  en¬ 
deavour  to  preferve  and  fupport  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  Power,  that  glorious  Conftitution  and 
Government  ( which  makes  us  envied  by  all  other 
Countries)  againft  fuch  dangerous  Attempts  to 
deftroy  and  fubvert  both  j  I  have  my  utmoft 
Wifh  and  Reward. 

*  •  •  *  «.  I . .  V  i  ii 

•  *  vy* 

1  am, 

* 

* 

»  •  •  A  ft1  V  * 

;  i  '  v  /  \  J  ..  0  6 

f  t  1  t'  f  ’  *  •  •  , 

My  Fellow  Freeholders, 

*  *  t  \  f  f** I  \  f  r  r  >  >  •. 
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Tour  moft  faithful  Friend, 


JAMAICANUS, 


